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same time, and put his estate to nurse. But his
chagrin, which is the effect of his own misconduct,
does not afFect me half so much as that of the other
two, who have acted honourable and distinguished parts
on the great theatre, and are now reduced to lead a
weary life in this stewpan of idleness and insignificance.
They have long left off using the waters, after having
experienced their inefficacy. The diversions of the
place they are not in a condition to enjoy. How then
do they make shift to pass their time ? In the fore-
noon they crawl out to the rooms or the coffee-house,
where they take a hand at whist, or descant upon the
General Advertiser 5 and their evenings they murder in
private parties, among peevish invalids, and insipid
old women. This is the case with a good number of
individuals, whom nature seems to have intended for
better purposes.
About a dozen years ago, many decent families,
restricted to small fortunes, besides those that came
hither on the score of health, were tempted to settle at
Bath, where they could then live comfortably, and
even make a genteel appearance at a small expense.
But the madness of the times has made the place too
hot for them, and they are now obliged to think of
other migrations. Some have already fled to the
mountains of Wales, and others have retired to
Exeter. Thither, no doubt, they will be followed by
the flood of luxury and extravagance, which will drive
them from place to place to the very Land's End;
and there, I suppose, they will be obliged to ship
themselves to some other country. Bath is become a
mere sink of profligacy and extortion. Every article
of housekeeping is raised to an enormous price; a cir-
OTBstanee no longer to be wondered at, when we
know that every petty retainer of fortune piques him-
keeping a table, and thinks it is for the